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defend them from aggression. This lack of libertarian praxis poses 
more of a threat than Soviet expansionism itself, and may prompt 
the allies to a closer relationship with the rivals of the leader in order 
to avoid fighting them at a disadvantage. The nomocratic interests 
would be greatly at risk, but freedom may be maintained through 
the formation of large blocs which supported those interests and 
were able to do without the metropolis once and for all. 

It is worse when people who are not ideological allies attain 
power, because then rapprochement with the enemies of the leader 
occurs in another manner. We are already seeing how certain socialist 
parties or governments are taking thirdworldist positions, renewing 
cordial relations with communist countries or  harboring communist 
guerrillas in their territories. The worst thing is that the mechanisms 
for reciprocal military assistance, which could effectively end such  
local communist invasions as in El Salvador, have been 
rendered virtually useless. Latin American armies must open 
their eyes, lest they find themselves obligated to prop up com-  
munist governments for such questionable ideals as political 
neutrality and subservience to civil authority. When the political 
constitution is violated, the army―even more than any other 
sector of the population―has the right to rebel. Still, for reasons 
mentioned before, it is precisely such governments that the US 
is supporting. Unfortunately, intrigue takes precedence before 
principles, ideology and high-minded statesmanship. Obscure 
desires for power, and other factors, are seen as opportunities for 
manipulation, and advantage- seeking maneuvers are chosen over 
joint action with those who have given heart and soul to the cause. 
No aces under the sleeve can make such policies triumph over the 
long term; history so tells us. 

The North American empire is a legitimate one because 
it is based on alliances which men in each nation forged with 
libertarian spirit. And the only way of preventing anti-sovereignty 
designs―expanding the image LaFeber attempts to depict as the 
system―consists in returning to such men the reins of the empire. 
The fundamentalist ideology and praxis of the capitalist empire 
must be revived, but not on the basis of the democratic prejudice. 
All the US needs is to widen its alliance base by supporting








