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be in relation with an objectivity given in its exteriority.* Property is con-
sidered a complement of the objective spirit, that is, the absolute idea in 
concrete terms. The want of something, however, must be rational, for it 
must consider that the thing is the object of other wants. That is why the 
full reality of the contract is only guaranteed in civil society.

Hegel is clear on the justification of possession, its necessity and perma-
nence, and he distinguishes between the alienation of property and the mere 
act of taking possession, the former being the expression of the infinite judg-
ment of the will over the thing that is possessed and used. Property comes 
to be, then, an end in itself, a concept totally opposed to those of Marx and 
Engels. 

13This seems a good place to shed light on a concept we use every so 
often, that of the collective conscience. This would be a kind of normative 
structure shared by everyone but which would exist only in the individuals. 
Such a structure could result from a differentiation of genetically-encoded 
material (the collective unconscious), which would influence in its conforma-
tion by entering the level of awareness in a symbolic fashion, as ideological 
archetypes in our case, or to some, through and from polikarmatic deter-
minations elicited in the individuals. Apart from such philogenetic expla-
nations, it may develop through the human interacting process as social 
forms of conscience or super ego, and become encoded in   language. This 
apparently too sweeping synthesis becomes clear as soon as we acknowl-
edge the (metaphysical) spirit as the real reference point of psychic life.  
But a discussion on this will have to wait. The collective conscience would 
constitute an important regulator of human behavior, and its (trans cultural 
and supra-conventional) content would be no less than a pangenerational 
wisdom modeled in the historic process, so it can be equated with ideal will 
and similar concepts. Nevertheless, the existence of such a universal reservoir 
is quite unable to overcome the irrational. This is because knowledge and 
behavior are also, and most importantly, shaped by personal experience and 
existential uniqueness.

 

“Enciclopedia de las Ciencias Filosóficas, p.255. Editorial Porrúa, 
México 1971. 


